To  the  Leyburn  Rural  District  Council. 


Gant lemon, 

I  have  pleasure  in  laying  before  you  ray  twenty  ninth 
annual  report  on  the  Sanitary  condition  of  ray  district, 
together  with  the  tables  of  vital  Statistics  and  an 
account  of  the  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified 
during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  district  was  87, 
giving  a  rate  of  14.07  per  1000.  Thi3  is  10  deaths 
more  than  last  year,  when  the  rate  per  1000  was  12.45. 

Of  these  87  deaths,  19  were  over  70  years  of  age,  18 
over  80  years  of  age,  find  1  over  90,  making  38  deaths 
over  70  years  of  age,  nearly  half  the  total  number  of 
deaths.  This  is  again  satisfactory . 

3  deaths  occurred  from  Influenza  during  the  past 
year  and  3  from  Phthisis.  March  w  *,s  the  most  fatal 
month,  the  total  number  of  deaths  being  11. 

The  births  registered  were  126,  giving  a  birth  rate 
per  1000  of  20.38.  10  deaths  of  children  under  1  year 

were  notified,  making  a  rate  of  79.36  per  1000  births 
registered.  Tills  is  practically  the  same  as  last  year. 

3  deaths  were  due  to  premature  birth.  This  rate  is 
still  too  high. 

^he  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  during  the  year  was  20.  This  is  2  less  than 
last  year.  Of  these  2  were  scarlet  fever,  3  erysipelas, 
12  diphtheria  and  3  enteric  fever.  Of  the  oases  of 
scarlet  fever,  one  occurred  at  Constable  Burton  and  one 
at  Spennithorne.  Of  the  diphtheria  oases,  6  occurred 
at  Middleham  and  6  at  West  Witton.  Each  of  these  out¬ 
breaks  was  due  to  the  insanitary  state  of  the  houses  in 
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which  they  occurred.  Of  the  enteric  fever  cases,  2 
occurred  at  Newt on-le-Wil lows  and  1  at  Hornby. 

Ho  fa r  as  I  can  ascertain  there  has  been  no  serious 
outbreak  of  measles  during  the  year;  measles  not  being 
a  notifiable  disease  in  this  district. 

I  think  the  time  has  now  come  when  the  Council  ought 
to  provide  some  form  of  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  Dis¬ 
trict.  It  is  quite  impossible  to  isolate  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  manner,  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  occurring  in 
small  houses  rind  cottages;  moreover  it  frequently  means 
a  great  pecuniary  loss  to  the  unfortunate  householder 
and  especially  in  those  houses  used  as  business  premises. 

The  Leyburn  Drainage  Scheme  is  still  under  considera 
tion,  but  I  hope  before  the  next  annual  report  is  due, 
the  work  in  connection  v/ith  it  will  have  been  started. 

Nothing  further  has  been  done  about  the  Finghall 
Water  supply. 

Let  me  once  again  thank  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
for  his  kind  assistance  to  me  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  METCALFS,  M.D. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


J anuary  2 7 ,  1905 
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